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From the Artistic Director

Welcome to My First Ballet: Red Riding Hood and the
Wolf.

It’s a joy to invite you and your loved ones to the Talbot
Theatre for the next work in our much loved My First
Ballet series. These ballets are created with one clear
intention: to offer young audiences an early experience
of ballet through stories and characters they already
love, in a theatre that feels close, welcoming and
wonderfully alive.

My First Ballet has become one of our most popular
series, and it’s easy to see why. Thoughtfully told

in under an hour, gently narrated and intentionally
staged, each work is designed to spark imagination,
build confidence in the theatre, and allow children to
follow the story clearly whilst still being engaging for
our older audience. It’s ballet experienced together.

In this reimagining of Little Red Riding Hood,
choreographer Paul Boyd brings a familiar tale

into a warm, nostalgic 1950's Brisbane - a world of
jacarandas, tea parties and subtly magical moments.
Mr Wolf is charming, comical and clever, but when
transitioning into the Wolf, he has an element of
eeriness and mystery to him. Rosemary Redhood is a
heroine for today: thoughtful, brave, and guided by her
instincts.

Throughout the ballet, themes of memory,
imagination and self discovery unfold through playful
choreography, expressive music by Shostakovich, and
beautifully crafted visuals that shift from black and
white into bursts of colour as Rosemary’s inner world
comes to life.

The Talbot Theatre plays a special role in these
productions. Its intimacy allows young audience
members to be immersed in the storytelling and the
magic unfolding on stage. You can see faces, feel
emotion, and sense the joy of live performance in a
way that stays with you long after the curtain falls.

It is with great gratitude that | acknowledge our
visionary supporters that not only have enabled this
beautiful theatre, but also the dancers you see on
stage today and will see for years to come - the Ken
Talbot Foundation, Brett and Maria Clark for the Clark
Pre-Professional Program, and Jette Parker, Oak
Foundation and our circle of donors for supporting the
Jette Parker Young Artists.

Whether this is your first ballet or the next step in a
growing love of dance, we're delighted to welcome you.
We hope this performance becomes not just a trip

to the theatre, but the beginning of a lifelong love of
ballet.

Enjoy the magic.

Ivan Gil-Ortega
Artistic Director

Scan for
cast sheets

Queensland Ballet acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we train and

perform. Long before we arrived on this land, it played host to the dance expression of our First Nations
Peoples. We pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging, and acknowledge the valuable
contribution they have made and continue to make to the cultural landscape of this country.




Credits

Choreographer

Assistant to the Choreographer

Paul Boyd

Zenia Tatcheva

Music

Dmitri Shostakovich

Costume Designer

Video Designer

Kathryn Lee

Craig Wilkinson

Lighting Designer

Ben Hughes

Narrator and Sound Designer

Sarah MclIntosh

This production is performed to recorded music featuring the Royal Scottish National Orchestra, Malmé Opera
Chorus and Orchestra, Ukraine National Orchestra, BBC Philharmonic Orchestra, Royal Concertgebouw

Orchestra and the Philadelphia Orchestra.

Duration: 50 minutes, no interval.

Every effort was made to ensure program details were correct at the time of printing, however details are subject

to change where necessary and without notice. Please check queenslandballet.com.au for updates.

From the Choreographer

When approached about creating a new version of
Red Riding Hood and the Wolf, | knew that | wanted

to create a new reimagined version. | felt | could take
the main character on a journey that was maybe more
relevant to another era while still maintaining the
essence and moral of the story.

Why not set this version in 1950’s Brisbane, celebrating
the Queensland architecture, flora and birdlife with

our main protagonist, Rosemary Redhood and all the
characters that she encounters.

The original story itself is quite limiting in the number
of characters involved so this new reimagined version
gave me scope to create new and interesting roles for
the dancers to embody.

The character of the wolf, in our version Mr Wolf, was
the most difficult to create without reverting to the
stereotypical creature that we know. | decided that
the character should be a suitor to Mrs Redhood, a
rather unsavoury, dandy type character whose traits
resemble those of a wolf.

Rosemary is drawn into a fantastical dream where
flowers come to life in a whimsical tea party. From the
jacaranda tree, a wisp blooms as her grandmother's
spirit takes the form of a butterfly, and together they
guide Rosemary on her journey.

As mirrors are a connection throughout the ballet, |
thought the work should culminate with the wolf, who
is the transformed suitor in Rosemary’s mind, luring
Rosemary into a strange mirror maze. Shattered mirror
characters, along with multiple wolves, create havoc
for Rosemary until her courage takes over and she
finds the strength to rid herself of his overwhelming
nastiness. | want the moral of this story to be for

our young women of today to trust and follow their
instincts, to be brave and courageous knowing that
they can lead by example.

This production is very much the result of the
wonderful creative team that stood beside me, trusting
in my ideas of the reimagined telling of the story, and
bringing their creative expertise to breathe life into
this story. The dancers with all their eagerness gave
me their versatility and openness to be as creative and
theatrical as | required. | do hope that you enjoy the
magic of Rosemary and her friends!

Paul Boyd
Choreographer



Meet the Characters

Mr Wolf

A dandy, trickster type character who has
characteristics that are wolf-like. He is very
deceitful and in Rosemary’s dream, Mr Wolf

turns into the mean wolf that Rosemary
always knew he was.

Rosemary Redhood

Rosemary grows through the ballet from
a10-year-old into a teenager. She is a
sweet young lady, loves her mother, but is
aware of the nastiness of Mr Wolf. She is
very brave and courageous and follows her
instincts.

Mrs Redhood

A slightly eccentric lady who loves to
dress well and admire herself. She loves
Rosemary very much but lets Mr Wolf
distract her, however in the end, realises
her mistake.



The Butterfly

The Butterfly is seen in Rosemary’s dream
and represents the spirit of Rosemary’s
grandmother who has passed away. The
Grandmother would tell Rosemary that
when she saw a butterfly, that was her
protecting Rosemary.

The Jacaranda Tree Wisp

Smelling of honey-like sweetness, the wisp
represents the jacaranda tree.

The Flowers

The flowers are a part of Rosemary's dream
and have a tea party with her.

The Caped Wolves

These wolves come alive in Rosemary’s
dream and confuse her in the mirror maze.




The Story

Young 10-year-old Rosemary Redhood is seen reading the
story of Little Red Riding Hood under the Jacaranda tree,
a place she and her beloved grandmother, who has passed
away, loved to visit. Whenever Rosemary sees a butterfly,
she is reminded of her.

Rosemary is having a tea party with her teddy bears
and remembers she must return home to her mother,
Mrs Redhood. They have a wonderful mother/daughter
relationship.

As time passes and Rosemary has grown, her mother
brings a male suitor, Mr Wolf; into their lives. Rosemary

is very cautious of him as he seems to be very fond of
himself and has strange wolf-like characteristics, but her
mother seems to like him a lot.

Mr Wolf doesn't really like Rosemary very much, and tries
to convince her mother that Rosemary is up to no good.
Mr Wolf gives Mrs Redhood a beautiful necklace, but he
will not allow Rosemary to touch it. The mother eventually
allows Rosemary to dance with the necklace, but Mr Wolf
shows his true character and steals the necklace, and he
and the mother blame Rosemary for its disappearance.

Rosemary, very upset, runs to the Jacaranda tree and falls
asleep.

Rosemary begins to dream. A butterfly and a wisp of the
Jacaranda tree take her on a journey where she meets
beautiful flowers who come to life and have a tea party.
A wolfis lurking in the background.

Mr Wolf lures Rosemary and her friends into a strange
mirror maze where he wants to confuse her. Her mother
appears but she can’t get to her and through all the mirrors,
she sees many wolves, who frighten her a little bit.

Out of the dream world, Mrs Redhood finds her jewellery
in Mr Wolf’s jacket pocket, realises her mistake of
blaming Rosemary and banishes Mr Wolf from their lives.

Back in her dream, Rosemary discovers her strength and
courage, and realises that she is stronger than the wolf and
makes him disappear.

Rosemary wakes from her dream with her mother by her
side and all is forgiven, knowing that Mr Wolf is gone from

their lives.




Word-Search

L W A »w o = N Ww|o | |0 |0
4 D b (b | |< O | W (D [> >
O > | |4 0|4 |w |0 |0 |vw|ox |4
®» w|(> |40 =2 |0|w|n < |0 |w
= H |0 (202 |a T s |- |2 |x
X |> | Z2 |4 | 0| (W |0 | O |uw
O | |0 |0o» |»w|= |0 |vu|wu|+-
©C 0o |D|x |w |0 |0 |x | |0 |x |+
D | O < | | |Z2 O |< |+ |42 |D
> 0O o X | O |w |0 m N O |m
— W |> |D | |O |4 | |> D |= |0
x | |O o |=Z | |O|< | | |Z o

JACARANDA
FLOWERS

ROSEMARY
MR WOLF

%)
L
>
o
=
(@)
m
o
<
O

MRS REDHOOD
BUTTERFLY

\



Queensland Ballet

Presented by Queensland Ballet and The Nutcracker Giving Circle

9 - 19 December 2026 Glasshouse Theatre, QPAC

VE MUSIC PARTNER PRINCIPAL GUARDIAN

A KENTALBOT

SUEEN SRRSO FOUNDATION

Queensland
Government




Dancers

JETTE PARKER YOUNG ARTISTS

Thomas Jones Gabriel Lowe Levi Miller Ruito Takabatake Samantha Wong XinYao Zhu

The Jette Parker Young Artist Program is generously supported by Oak Foundation, Barbara Bedwell, Darren & Carmel Brown,
Marietjie & Keith Brown, Brett Clark AM & Maria Clark, Dr Ben Duke & Ms Cate Heyworth-Smith KC, Frazer Family Foundation,
Goldburg Family Foundation, Patricia Macdonald Memorial Foundation, CP Morris Fund at the APS Foundation, and Liz & Graeme Wikman.

CLARK PRE-PROFESSIONAL PROGRAM ARTISTS

B

Charlotte D'Allura

Sienna Baensch Ashlyn Beggs Elijah-Jade Bowen Olivia Canny

Ava Eie Ophelia Matilda Guerin Monet Hilliard
Grimshaw-Jones

Arabella Shackel Zi Sione Avril Thompson Erin King

Academy of Academy of
Queensland Ballet Queensland Ballet

Level 1 Student Level 1 Student
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Our Supporters

We gratefully acknowledge all who have supported Queensland Ballet so far. Our family of supporters all play a vital part in helping Queensland Ballet
enrich lives through the beauty and joy of ballet. Philanthropy is what enables us to share the gift of ballet with communities in Queensland and beyond, to
make the greatest impact, and to create a legacy for future generations to access and enjoy ballet.
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Our grateful thanks go to our
supporters who have dedicated

a Theatre Seat or Dancers’
Dressing Room Station in support
of our Thomas Dixon Centre re-
development. For the opportunity to
Take Your Seat, please contact
give@queenslandballet.com.au

or 07 3013 6660.
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In addition to the many generous
individuals, trusts and foundations, our
grateful thanks go to every supporter
who has donated to Queensland Ballet.
Your support helps us to achieve our
ambitious vision to enrich lives.

Queensland Ballet thrives
thanks to the passion of our
audiences and the generosity
of our supporters. There are
many ways you can help us
continue bringing world-class
ballet to life, from making a
donation, joining our Giving
Circle, becoming a member,
or sponsoring a dancer
scholarship, to donating on
Giving Day or leaving a legacy
through a bequest.

Your support nurtures
emerging talent, enables the
creation of new works, and
helps keep ballet accessible
to all. Whether you're a lifelong
lover of the arts or newly
inspired, every contribution
makes a meaningful impact.

Join us in shaping the future of
ballet. To learn more, visit our
website.

Donate today at
queenslandballet.com.au/give
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Home OF Queensland Ballet

On Yuggera and Turrbal Country

From its beginnings in 1908 as a boot factory, the
heritage-listed Thomas Dixon Centre has been
transformed into a world-class performing arts
destination, cultural precinct, and home of
Queensland Ballet. It features a state-of-the-art
theatre, stunning public art, dance studios, and two
new dining destinations, Layla and Tom's Kitchen.
With health and wellbeing at its heart, the Thomas
Dixon Centre has become the first arts precinct
in the world to achieve the International WELL
Building Certificate.

The revitalisation of the Thomas Dixon Centre

is an incredible story of passion, tenacity, and
altruism. Queensland Ballet, a not-for-profit arts
company, refurbished its heritage home, not only
to house its own artists and arts workers for years
to come, but to create a vibrant space for its neigh-
bours, sector and wider community.

The Thomas Dixon Centre is an extraordinary
space, where stories are shared, creativity
flourishes, and connections between artists and
audiences are forged.

Discover more about the Thomas Dixon Centre
at thomasdixoncentre.com.au and see stories
unfold.

@thomasdixoncentre

ﬂ Thomas Dixon Centre

We are welcoming and accepting of people from
diverse backgrounds and identities, and strive to
create an accessible and inclusive environment
for all.
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