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Queensland Ballet acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we train and 
perform. Long before we arrived on this land, it played host to the dance expression of our First Nations 

Peoples. We pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging, and acknowledge the valuable 
contribution they have made and continue to make to the cultural landscape of this country.

From the Artistic Director
Welcome to My First Ballet: Red Riding Hood and the 
Wolf. 

It’s a joy to invite you and your loved ones to the Talbot 
Theatre for the next work in our much loved My First 
Ballet series. These ballets are created with one clear 
intention: to offer young audiences an early experience 
of ballet through stories and characters they already 
love, in a theatre that feels close, welcoming and 
wonderfully alive. 

My First Ballet has become one of our most popular 
series, and it’s easy to see why. Thoughtfully told 
in under an hour, gently narrated and intentionally 
staged, each work is designed to spark imagination, 
build confidence in the theatre, and allow children to 
follow the story clearly whilst still being engaging for 
our older audience. It’s ballet experienced together. 

In this reimagining of Little Red Riding Hood, 
choreographer Paul Boyd brings a familiar tale 
into a warm, nostalgic 1950's Brisbane - a world of 
jacarandas, tea parties and subtly magical moments. 
Mr Wolf is charming, comical and clever, but when 
transitioning into the Wolf, he has an element of 
eeriness and mystery to him. Rosemary Redhood is a 
heroine for today: thoughtful, brave, and guided by her 
instincts.

Throughout the ballet, themes of memory, 
imagination and self discovery unfold through playful 
choreography, expressive music by Shostakovich, and 
beautifully crafted visuals that shift from black and 
white into bursts of colour as Rosemary’s inner world 
comes to life.  

The Talbot Theatre plays a special role in these 
productions. Its intimacy allows young audience 
members to be immersed in the storytelling and the 
magic unfolding on stage. You can see faces, feel 
emotion, and sense the joy of live performance in a 
way that stays with you long after the curtain falls.

It is with great gratitude that I acknowledge our 
visionary supporters that not only have enabled this 
beautiful theatre, but also the dancers you see on 
stage today and will see for years to come - the Ken 
Talbot Foundation, Brett and Maria Clark for the Clark 
Pre-Professional Program, and Jette Parker, Oak 
Foundation and our circle of donors for supporting the 
Jette Parker Young Artists. 

Whether this is your first ballet or the next step in a 
growing love of dance, we’re delighted to welcome you. 
We hope this performance becomes not just a trip 
to the theatre, but the beginning of a lifelong love of 
ballet. 

Enjoy the magic. 

Ivan Gil-Ortega
Artistic Director   
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Credits

This production is performed to recorded music featuring the Royal Scottish National Orchestra, Malmö Opera 
Chorus and Orchestra, Ukraine National Orchestra, BBC Philharmonic Orchestra, Royal Concertgebouw 
Orchestra and the Philadelphia Orchestra. 

Duration: 50 minutes, no interval.  

Every effort was made to ensure program details were correct at the time of printing, however details are subject 
to change where necessary and without notice. Please check queenslandballet.com.au for updates. 

Choreographer  �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Paul Boyd

Assistant to the Choreographer ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Zenia Tàtcheva

Music ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������   Dmitri Shostakovich

Costume Designer ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Kathryn Lee

Video Designer ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������   Craig Wilkinson

Lighting Designer �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������   Ben Hughes

Narrator and Sound Designer �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������   Sarah McIntosh 

When approached about creating a new version of 
Red Riding Hood and the Wolf, I knew that I wanted 
to create a new reimagined version. I felt I could take 
the main character on a journey that was maybe more 
relevant to another era while still maintaining the 
essence and moral of the story.  

Why not set this version in 1950’s Brisbane, celebrating 
the Queensland architecture, flora and birdlife with 
our main protagonist, Rosemary Redhood and all the 
characters that she encounters.   

The original story itself is quite limiting in the number 
of characters involved so this new reimagined version 
gave me scope to create new and interesting roles for 
the dancers to embody.  

The character of the wolf, in our version Mr Wolf, was 
the most difficult to create without reverting to the 
stereotypical creature that we know. I decided that 
the character should be a suitor to Mrs Redhood, a 
rather unsavoury, dandy type character whose traits 
resemble those of a wolf.    

Rosemary is drawn into a fantastical dream where 
flowers come to life in a whimsical tea party. From the 
jacaranda tree, a wisp blooms as her grandmother's 
spirit takes the form of a butterfly, and together they 
guide Rosemary on her journey.  

As mirrors are a connection throughout the ballet, I 
thought the work should culminate with the wolf, who 
is the transformed suitor in Rosemary’s mind, luring 
Rosemary into a strange mirror maze. Shattered mirror 
characters, along with multiple wolves, create havoc 
for Rosemary until her courage takes over and she 
finds the strength to rid herself of his overwhelming 
nastiness. I want the moral of this story to be for 
our young women of today to trust and follow their 
instincts, to be brave and courageous knowing that 
they can lead by example.  

This production is very much the result of the 
wonderful creative team that stood beside me, trusting 
in my ideas of the reimagined telling of the story, and 
bringing their creative expertise to breathe life into 
this story. The dancers with all their eagerness gave 
me their versatility and openness to be as creative and 
theatrical as I required. I do hope that you enjoy the 
magic of Rosemary and her friends!  

From the Choreographer

Paul Boyd
Choreographer   



Meet the Characters

Rosemary grows through the ballet from 
a 10-year-old into a teenager. She is a 
sweet young lady, loves her mother, but is 
aware of the nastiness of Mr Wolf. She is 
very brave and courageous and follows her 
instincts.

Rosemary Redhood

A dandy, trickster type character who has 
characteristics that are wolf-like. He is very 
deceitful and in Rosemary’s dream, Mr Wolf 

turns into the mean wolf that Rosemary 
always knew he was. 

Mr Wolf

A slightly eccentric lady who loves to 
dress well and admire herself. She loves 
Rosemary very much but lets Mr Wolf 
distract her, however in the end, realises 
her mistake.  

Mrs Redhood



The Butterfly is seen in Rosemary’s dream 
and represents the spirit of Rosemary’s 
grandmother who has passed away. The 
Grandmother would tell Rosemary that 
when she saw a butterfly, that was her 
protecting Rosemary.  

The Butterfly

Smelling of honey-like sweetness, the wisp 
represents the jacaranda tree.

The Jacaranda Tree Wisp

The flowers are a part of Rosemary's dream 
and have a tea party with her.  

The Flowers

These wolves come alive in Rosemary’s 
dream and confuse her in the mirror maze.

The Caped Wolves



The Story
Young 10-year-old Rosemary Redhood is seen reading the 
story of Little Red Riding Hood under the Jacaranda tree, 
a place she and her beloved grandmother, who has passed 
away, loved to visit. Whenever Rosemary sees a butterfly, 
she is reminded of her.  

Rosemary is having a tea party with her teddy bears 
and remembers she must return home to her mother, 
Mrs Redhood. They have a wonderful mother/daughter 
relationship.  

As time passes and Rosemary has grown, her mother 
brings a male suitor, Mr Wolf, into their lives. Rosemary 
is very cautious of him as he seems to be very fond of 
himself and has strange wolf-like characteristics, but her 
mother seems to like him a lot.  

Mr Wolf doesn't really like Rosemary very much, and tries 
to convince her mother that Rosemary is up to no good. 
Mr Wolf gives Mrs Redhood a beautiful necklace, but he 
will not allow Rosemary to touch it. The mother eventually 
allows Rosemary to dance with the necklace, but Mr Wolf 
shows his true character and steals the necklace, and he 
and the mother blame Rosemary for its disappearance.   

Rosemary, very upset, runs to the Jacaranda tree and falls 
asleep.  

Rosemary begins to dream. A butterfly and a wisp of the 
Jacaranda tree take her on a journey where she meets 
beautiful flowers who come to life and have a tea party.  
A wolf is lurking in the background.  

Mr Wolf lures Rosemary and her friends into a strange 
mirror maze where he wants to confuse her. Her mother 
appears but she can’t get to her and through all the mirrors, 
she sees many wolves, who frighten her a little bit.  

Out of the dream world, Mrs Redhood finds her jewellery 
in Mr Wolf ’s jacket pocket, realises her mistake of 
blaming Rosemary and banishes Mr Wolf from their lives.  

Back in her dream, Rosemary discovers her strength and 
courage, and realises that she is stronger than the wolf and 
makes him disappear.  

Rosemary wakes from her dream with her mother by her 
side and all is forgiven, knowing that Mr Wolf is gone from 
their lives.



Word-Search

ROSEMARY

MR WOLF 

MRS REDHOOD

BUTTERFLY 

JACARANDA

FLOWERS

CAPED WOLVES

Find my friends!





The Jette Parker Young Artist Program is generously supported by Oak Foundation, Barbara Bedwell, Darren & Carmel Brown,

Marietjie & Keith Brown, Brett Clark AM & Maria Clark, Dr Ben Duke & Ms Cate Heyworth-Smith KC, Frazer Family Foundation,

Goldburg Family Foundation, Patricia Macdonald Memorial Foundation, CP Morris Fund at the APS Foundation, and Liz & Graeme Wikman.

JETTE PARKER YOUNG ARTISTS

Thomas Jones Levi Miller Ruito Takabatake Samantha Wong XinYao ZhuGabriel Lowe

CLARK PRE-PROFESSIONAL PROGRAM ARTISTS

Dancers

Sienna Baensch Elijah-Jade Bowen Olivia Canny Leah Chapman Charlotte D'AlluraAshlyn Beggs

Chloe Dan Ava Eie Ophelia
Grimshaw-Jones

Matilda Guerin Monet HilliardBeatrice Doe

Lucy Hu Zi Sione Avril ThompsonArabella Shackel Erin King
Academy of 
Queensland Ballet 
Level 1 Student 

Esther Smith
Academy of 
Queensland Ballet 
Level 1 Student



Our Supporters

VISIONARIES
Amanda Talbot  
Mr Tim Fairfax AC & Mrs Gina Fairfax AC 
Oak Foundation

MESSA DA REQUIEM GIVING CIRCLE 
Cass & Ian George
Peter & Christine Taylor
Stack Family Foundation
Marietjie & Keith Brown
Marion Pender
The Hocking Mackie Fund
Andrea & David Graham
Darren & Carmel Brown
CP Morris Fund at the APS Foundation
McLaren Family
Dr Sheena Burnell
Laura & Kevin Perkins

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE 
($100,000+)
Butta Family
Clark Family Foundation
Frazer Family Foundation
Goldburg Family Foundation
Murphy Family Foundation
Barbara Duhig
McLaren Family
Miss Valmai Pidgeon AM  

PRINCIPAL BENEFACTORS 
($50,000+)
Barbara Bedwell
Liz & Graeme Wikman
John & Lynnly Chalk
Allan Green
Sealy of Australia    
  
BENEFACTORS 
($20,000+)
Dr Philip Bacon AO
Dr Frank & Dr Ailbhe Cunningham
Jim & Michelle Gibson
The Harlyn Foundation
Hayden Attractions Pty Ltd
Frank Li & Family
Mr John Story AO & Mrs Georgina Story
Mrs Denise Wadley OAM
Margaret Steinberg,
in loving memory of Jane Steinberg
  
MUSIC DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE 
($15,000+) 
Morgans Foundation  
Chris & Kate May  
Denise O’Boyle   
Carole Byron  
Ross & Sophia Lamont  

PRINCIPAL DANCERS’ CIRCLE 
($10,000+)
FA & MA Pidgeon
Robin Campbell & Bobby Valentine
Dr Gay Crebert
Flip
Gay Hull
Kay Ilett
Shirley Jackson
Mandy & John Peden
Ross & Jennifer Perrett
Dr Alex Markwell & Mr Anthony Allan
The Shepherd Family Foundation
Mr Robin Murphy OAM
& Lyndell Beedell
Nicola Warda
APS Foundation
Archie Lamb
Philip Dubois & Leanda Elliot
Roderick & Alison Campbell

SOLOISTS’ CIRCLE  
($5,000+)
Colin & Noela Kratzing
Peter Myska
J & M Johannessen
The Parascos Eagles Family
Dr Andreas Obermair & Dr Monika Janda
Dr Diane & William Rockloff
Kristy-Lee Seaton
Judy Vulker
Dr Jonathan Horton KC
Lynette Denny AM
Keira Brennan
Tony & Josephine Sukkar

Frances Ware  
Dr Damien Thomson 
& Dr Glenise Berry  
Gino Giosue Milani  
Larissa Shumilo  
Kathryn & Richard Windeyer  
Diana Peterson  
Rob Deshon    
Andrew & Trudi Bofinger  
Helen Weissenberger    
Michele Norris  
Julieanne Alroe    
Debra Argaet  
Shane Jeffery O’Bryan  
Emily Ryan  
Pam Varcoe  
Mrs Margaret Lucas OAM
Melissa & Jayson Blight
Hien Le
Dr Helen Johnson
Bronwyn & Douglas King
Phuong Trinh 

CAPITAL ENABLERS
The Ian Potter Foundation  
Ken Talbot Foundation  
Clive & Conchita Armitage  
Mr Trevor St Baker AO 
& Mrs Judith St Baker  
Mrs Barbara Bedwell  
Brett Clark AM & Maria Clark  
Mr Tim Fairfax AC 
& Mrs Gina Fairfax AC  
Frazer Family Foundation  
Hancock Prospecting Pty Ltd 
& Gina Rinehart  
Ian & Cass George  
Goldburg Family Foundation  
David & Loraine McLaren  
Bruce & Jill Mathieson  
Murphy Family Foundation  
In loving memory of  
Kay Van Norton Poche AO  
Stack Family Foundation  
Anne Symons  
Mr Roy Thompson AC 
& Mrs Nola Thompson  
Liz & Graeme Wikman  
Mr Steve Wilson AM & Dr Jane Wilson  

Our grateful thanks go to our 
supporters who have dedicated 
a Theatre Seat or Dancers’ 
Dressing Room Station in support 
of our Thomas Dixon Centre re-
development. For the opportunity to 
Take Your Seat, please contact
give@queenslandballet.com.au
or 07 3013 6660.

QB FOREVER -
ENDOWMENT FUND DONORS
Mr Roy Thompson AC  
& Mrs Nola Thompson  
John & Noni Calleija, Calleija Jewellers  
Mrs Libby Albert, in loving memory of 
Mr Robert Albert AO  
Prof Ashley Goldsworthy AO OBE 
KSS KM  
Stuart Giles & Cathie Reid 
– Li Cunxin Scholarship Fund for the  
Queensland Ballet Academy 
Dr John Chalk & Mrs Lynnly Chalk
Dr Philip Bacon AO 
Frank Li Family
David and Diana Wu
FA & MA Pidgeon 
Dr Ben Duke
& Ms Cate Heyworth-Smith KC
The Clark Family Foundation
Butta Family
The Frazer Family Foundation
The Hocking Mackie Fund
Barbara Bedwell
Barbara Duhig
Patricia Macdonald Memorial 
Foundation  

CHARLES LISNER CIRCLE
Realised Bequest 
Kaye Brain Dance Education Fund  
Isabell Honor Hall Maynard  
Mr Kenneth Mitchell  
In loving memory of Kathy Nowik  

Dr Alf Howard  
Ruth Lane 
Lesley Merle Williams
John Woodward    
Notified Bequest 
Mr Robin Murphy OAM
Russell Barnett  
Lucien Castand & Donald Robson  
Louise Hamshere  
Peter Myska  
Dr Sheena Burnell  
David De Verelle-Hill  
Nigel & Diana Gaynor  
Kristine George  
Dr James McGown  
Desmond B Misso Esq  
Prof Phillip Morris    
Mrs Lynn Rainbow-Reid AM  
Anthea Steans  
Jane Steinberg  
Julie Vellacott  
Dr Valmae Ypinazar 
& Prof Stephen Margolis OAM
Judy Vulker 

SCHOLARSHIPS, AWARDS
& BURSARIES
Paulette Carson Scholarship Fund 
Charles Lisner Scholarship 
Department of Education  
Ergon Energy and
Energex Scholarship Fund  
François Klaus and Robyn White Award  
Li Cunxin Scholarship Fund – supported 
by Cathie Reid & Stuart Giles 
The Shirley Goldsworthy Bursary 
Ruth Lane Memorial Scholarship 

QUEENSLAND REGIONAL
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Mr Tim Fairfax AC & Mrs Gina Fairfax 

In addition to the many generous 
individuals, trusts and foundations, our 
grateful thanks go to every supporter 
who has donated to Queensland Ballet. 
Your support helps us to achieve our 
ambitious vision to enrich lives. 

Shirley Ann Jackson
Roger & Judith Sack
Dr Li Cunxin AO & Mrs Mary Li
Karl Morris
Janis Viksne
Denise & Scott Wilson
Robynne & John Siemon
Andrew & Kate Lister
The Cory Charitable Foundation
Dianne Bishop
Mary Bennie

DANCERS’ CIRCLE
($2,500+)
Russell Barnett
Ray Balks & Glenise Anderson
Lyndy & George Atkinson
Robert Deshon
Betzien Duffield Family
Virginia Bishop
Sharyn Crawford & Olive Oswald
Kylie & Tony Ganko
Troy & Karelia Gianduzzo
Anita Green
Sandra Haggarty
Kirsten McKerrell & Martin Schulz
Mark & Susan Middleton
Rhyl Row
Christine Winstanley
Naomi & Gordon Wright
Mr John B Reid AO
& Mrs Lynn Rainbow-Reid AM
Louise Hamshere
Herbert & Jean Heimgartner
Sue Shadforth & Bruce Lawford
Dan & Helen McVay
Jennifer Farmer
Justin D’Agostino
  
PATRONS’ CIRCLE  
($1,000+)
Lucien Castand & Donald Robson  
Lori Lowther 
Robyn Antill  
Wendy & Jock Kenny – 
Air Rite Mechanical Services  
Penny Anderssen  
Australian Harlequin Pty Ltd  
Dame Quentin Bryce AD CVO  
Lucy Coulson  
Laurie Cowled  
Tori CR  
T & M Daly  
Nadine Dietz & David Yeatman  
Margot Finney  
Karl & Sandi Fueloep  
Laurel George  
Ruth & Ian Gough  
Elizabeth Grigg   
Cindy Harrop  
Harlequin Floors Australia  
Paul Henderson & Margaret Pelton      
Roslyn & Peter Keay  
Nicole Klein & Emma Hilkemeijer  
Patricia Jackson  
Wayne Kratzmann  
Teresa Li  
Sheldon Lieberman  
Katrina Lines  
Lesley Lluka  
Gay Lohse  
Elizabeth Macintosh  
Philip & Margaret McMurdo  
Gail Newton  
Moira & Donna O’Sullivan  
Lynette Parsons  
J Paterson  
Kathryn Russell  
Alys Saylor  
Patricia Stacey  
Zenia & Christian Tàtchev  
Susan Urquhart  
Mark & Loryn Van Den Berg  
Diane Voller  
Dr Frances Ware 
Maryanne Webb  
The Weise Family  
Danielle & Schuyler Weiss  
Paula Perkins  
Warwick & Jane Carter  
Ian Klug  
Andrea Kriewaldt  
David & Anita Carter  
Russell Fortescue  

We gratefully acknowledge all who have supported Queensland Ballet so far. Our family of supporters all play a vital part in helping Queensland Ballet 
enrich lives through the beauty and joy of ballet. Philanthropy is what enables us to share the gift of ballet with communities in Queensland and beyond, to 
make the greatest impact, and to create a legacy for future generations to access and enjoy ballet.

Queensland Ballet thrives 
thanks to the passion of our 
audiences and the generosity 
of our supporters. There are 
many ways you can help us 
continue bringing world-class 
ballet to life, from making a 
donation, joining our Giving 
Circle, becoming a member, 
or sponsoring a dancer 
scholarship, to donating on 
Giving Day or leaving a legacy 
through a bequest.

Your support nurtures 
emerging talent, enables the 
creation of new works, and 
helps keep ballet accessible 
to all. Whether you're a lifelong 
lover of the arts or newly 
inspired, every contribution 
makes a meaningful impact.

Join us in shaping the future of 
ballet. To learn more, visit our 
website.

Donate today at
queenslandballet.com.au/give
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To view our full staff list, please visit 
queenslandballet.com.au/discover/company/
staff

QUEENSLAND BALLET WAS FOUNDED IN 1960
BY CHARLES LISNER OBE.

On Yuggera and Turrbal Country 

From its beginnings in 1908 as a boot factory, the 
heritage-listed Thomas Dixon Centre has been 
transformed into a world-class performing arts 
destination, cultural precinct, and home of 
Queensland Ballet. It features a state-of-the-art 
theatre, stunning public art, dance studios, and two 
new dining destinations, Layla and Tom's Kitchen. 
With health and wellbeing at its heart, the Thomas 
Dixon Centre has become the first arts precinct 
in the world to achieve the International WELL 
Building Certificate.

The revitalisation of the Thomas Dixon Centre 
is an incredible story of passion, tenacity, and 
altruism. Queensland Ballet, a not-for-profit arts 
company, refurbished its heritage home, not only 
to house its own artists and arts workers for years 
to come, but to create a vibrant space for its neigh-
bours, sector and wider community. 

The Thomas Dixon Centre is an extraordinary 
space, where stories are shared, creativity 
flourishes, and connections between artists and 
audiences are forged. 

Discover more about the Thomas Dixon Centre 
at thomasdixoncentre.com.au and see stories 
unfold.

We are welcoming and accepting of people from 
diverse backgrounds and identities, and strive to
create an accessible and inclusive environment
for all.

Thomas Dixon Centre

@thomasdixoncentre

HOME OF
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Queensland Ballet receives financial 
assistance from the Queensland 
Government through Arts Queensland.

Queensland Ballet is assisted by the Commonwealth 
Government through Creative Australia, its arts 
funding advisory body.

Queensland Ballet is proudly supported by:


